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Municipal Association of South Carolina honors 

Folly Beach with Achievement Award
The City of Folly Beach received a Municipal Achievement Award for its public playground project during the Municipal Association of South Carolina’s 67th Annual Meeting in Greenville on July 14. The City won in the population category 1,001 – 5,000. A total of 36 municipalities participated in the 2007 Achievement Awards competition.

The City of Folly Beach is working hard to change its image from that of a party place to a residential area with a focus on family. 

City officials created a riverfront park with a fishing dock and waterfront pavilion. They rewrote zoning laws to encourage year-round homes. They improved their only existing recreational park by resurfacing the tennis and basketball courts. Yet despite all this work, there still was no place for young children to play. 

As a first step, the city created a Parks and Recreation Committee. By holding public hearings, this group got residents’ ideas on amenities they wanted and where to locate them. Based on the input from the committee and citizens, officials decided to create a handicapped accessible children’s park that would showcase Folly Beach’s history. 

Officials chose a piece of public property near the Public Works field office for the park’s location. The site had become a dumping ground for old cable dishes, concrete slabs, bales of wire and other debris. Volunteers from the community and from Comcast Cable, who had previously used the site, helped clear the area. 

Throughout the entire project, the city took advantage of citizen participation and corporate sponsorship. Officials canvassed the community for ideas, which helped to publicize the project and create a sense of personal involvement which encouraged people to help. City officials actively involved local organizations, recruited volunteers and solicited labor and donations from local companies.

Several members of the Folly Beach Arts Guild volunteered to paint a large mural depicting the pirates who once camped on Folly Beach. A local company donated the design of sliding and climbing equipment in the form of a shrimp boat and light house. A local landscaping company helped install plants and donated its services for future upkeep of the park. More community volunteers stepped forward to clean, build and paint.

“Folly Beach leaders worked together with residents and businesses to provide a safe and fun playground for children and improved the quality of life for residents and visitors,” said Howard Duvall, executive director for the Municipal Association. 

These winning entries represent innovative projects undertaken by Municipal Association-member cities and towns. More information and a video about the project are available on the MASC Web site. 

The Municipal Association of South Carolina initiated the Achievement Awards in 1987 to recognize and encourage innovations and excellence in local government. 

###

The Municipal Association of South Carolina is a nonpartisan, not-for-profit Association of incorporated cities and towns dedicated to raising the standards of municipal government through a broad range of services.

[image: image1.png]