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      City Council Meeting
Work Session

Tuesday, February 26, 2008

WORK SESSION  -   6:00 p.m. 

REGULAR MEETING  -    7:00 p.m.
Folly Beach City Hall

21 Center Street

Folly Beach, SC 29439

Work Session AGENDA

1.     CALL TO ORDER

   2.
MAYORS COMMENTS

3.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS

4.
WORK SESSION BUSINESS

a.
Mid-Year Budget


b.
Council Goals & Objectives  

Regular Meeting Minutes

2.     CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

Present:  Benson, Ellis, Goodwin, Beck, Scruggs, Stormer, Beckmann

3.  
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3.
MAYORS COMMENTS


a.  
Fire Department:  It is time to move forward. I encourage the adoption of the 


Chief’s recommendations.


Mayor Beckmann said, “I want to talk about the fire department.  I think we kind of, I got a little frustrated tonight.  I don’t think we’re past square two.  We keep on arguing about it, but that’s just my opinion.  I just encourage the adoption of the Chief’s recommendations.  Basically, doing nothing is not an option.  Waiting to decide is counterproductive, counterproductive and wasteful.  Lastly, what are we waiting for?  The last thing I want to mention on that is I want to clarify my position with respect to Public Safety.  At no time have I ever said I wanted to buy Police and Fire.  I think it may have been misconstrued a couple of times because I said the policemen want to be policemen and the firemen want to be firemen.  Because I have always said based on recommendations and the language that I’ve heard and everything else, if you have a public safety officer, woman, male, whichever the case may be, he or she must be not married and have no life.  And the reason I say that is with the training requirements on the police side is enough to keep you busy everyday.  On the fire side is enough to keep you busy everyday.  So if you have a family, something is going to drop, and that is why I made the comments that I did.  I don’t plan on knocking out PSOs from doing anything, Public Safety duties to include Fire.  They are just not the primary guy.  They are the secondary guy.  Okay? 


b.
Folly River Park:  I encourage the funds to complete the work.

“On the Folly River Park, I encourage the funds to complete the work.  We are so close.  We’re so close.  I want to get that thing done.”


c.
Mid-Year Budget:  I encourage the adoption of the Mid-Year Budget.

“I encourage you to adopt the mid-year budget.  I also want to remind you there is an item coming up where we may have to go into Executive Session if we are going to discuss contracts.  But we’ll do that, I think we can do that at the time when it comes up.” 


4.
STAFF REPORTS 

a.
None

5.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (Approval of the Consent agenda passes all routine items indicated by a red arrow (on the agenda.  Consent agenda items are not considered separately unless a Council Member so requests.  In the event of such a request, the item is returned to the regular agenda.)


Council Member Beck made a motion to approve and Council Member Goodwin seconded the motion.  Council Member Stormer requested that Items C and J be pulled from the Consent Agenda.  He suggested that Item J, Resolution 09-08, be moved under Item C in Personal Apperances.  Mayor Beckmann indicated the Item C is an item which may need to be discussed in Executive Session.


Council Member Scruggs requested that Item H be removed from the Consent Agenda.  Mayor Beckmann indicated the Item J would become Item 8.C.1.  Council Member Goodwin suggested that Item C be moved to follow City Council Comments at which time the Council could move into Executive Session.


A vote was taken with all in favor of the changes made to the Consent Agenda.

6.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA, and/or ADDITIONS TO, THE AGENDA


Council Member Beck made a motion to approve the agenda and Council Member Scruggs seconded the motion.  The agenda passed without objection.
7.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES OF JANUARY 22, 2008


Council Member Beck made a motion to approve the minutes and Council Member Benson seconded the motion.  Council Member Beck requested a change to the minutes to clarify the unanimous vote to postpone the Beachfront Presentation by the Beachfront Vending Committee until the March meeting.


A vote was taken with all in favor of the minutes of the January 22, 2008 meeting as corrected.

8.
PERSONAL APPEARANCES 

a.
D.J. Rich:    Folly St. Patrick’s  Day Pub Crawl


D.J. Rich of Planet Follywood approached the Council on behalf of the Business Association to discuss the St. Patrick’s Day Pub Crawl.  He requested that the open container law be lifted from Hudson up to the Holiday Inn on Saturday, March 15, 2008 from 2pm-6pm for those participating in the Pub Crawl.  He also requested the area for the Pub Crawl include The Roadhouse.  Mr. Rich went onto explain how the Pub Crawl will work, ending at the Holiday Inn.  Mayor Beckmann clarified that all alcohol should be consumed inside the establishments.  Mr. Rich said he understood and hoped the directions for this year’s event would be clearer to those participating.  Council Member Beck said she did not favor the idea of extending the Pub Crawl area to include The Roadhouse because it is within a residential area.  


After further clarification as to the details of the Pub Crawl, Council Member Goodwin made a motion to lift the open container law from 2-6pm on Saturday, March 15, 2008 on Center Street from Hudson to the Holiday Inn with all alcohol to be contained in plastic cups.  Council Member Ellis seconded the motion.


A vote was taken with all in favor of lifting the open container law as stated above. 

b.
Ben Peeples:  1983-84 Easement between City of Folly Beach and  “Charleston on the Beach”

1. Resolution No. 09-08 - A resolution by the Folly Beach City Council affirming and ratifying  actions by former city councils regarding certain 10’ easements and authorizing the execution of any documents necessary to effect the transfers of said easements.

Mr. Ben Peeples approached the Council and stated that he is working on “cleaning up” documentation surrounding transfers of easements done by former city councils.   He reviewed the history of the easement in question. He stated the paperwork surrounding that easement, either by plat or resolution, cannot be located.  He requested that Resolution 09-08 be passed in order for him to create the necessary records for RMC to have this 10’ easement properly recorded.  Council Member Benson agreed with Mr. Peeples’ recollection of the events surrounding the easement.  Mayor Beckmann said the last page of the resolution will need to be re-done to reflect the February meeting date.

Council Member Benson made a motion to approve the resolution and Council Member Beck seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion, a vote was taken with all in favor.

Resolution No. 09-08 passed.
    9.
CITIZENS COMMENTS (Limited to Three (3) Minutes)

  10.
COMMISSION, BOARD, COMMITTEE REPORT

  11.     UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a.
Ordinance No. 02-08 – An ordinance establishing the Water Utility Budgets and 


appropriating the necessary funds for the operation of the Folly Beach Water Utility of 

Folly Beach for FY07-08, beginning July 1, 2007 and ending June 30, 2008. (SECOND 

READING – Introduced by Mayor Beckmann – RECOMMENDED BY THE 

UTILITY ADVISORY BOARD)


Council Member Beck made a motion to approve and Council Member Ellis seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion, a vote was taken with all in favor.



Council Member Benson made a motion to move Ordinance No. 02-08 to Third Reading and Council Member Goodwin seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion, a vote was taken with all in favor.



Ordinance No. 02-08 moves to Third Reading.
b. Ordinance No. 03-08 – An ordinance establishing the Sewer Utility Budgets and appropriating the necessary funds for the operation of the Folly Beach Sewer Utility of Folly Beach for FY07-08, beginning July 1, 2007 and ending June 30, 2008. (SECOND READING – Introduced by Mayor Beckmann – RECOMMENDED BY THE UTILITY ADVISORY BOARD)



Council Member Benson made a motion to approve and Council Member Beck seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion, a vote was taken with all in favor.



Council Member Benson made a motion to move Ordinance No. 03-08 to Third Reading and Council Member Ellis seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion, a vote was taken with all in favor.



Ordinance No. 03-08 moves to Third Reading.
  12.
NEW BUSINESS


a.
Agenda Discussion; Council Member Benson



Council Member Benson requested clarification as to when Council members are to turn in information for the agenda.  Administrator Rooks stated the deadline is the Tuesday prior to the meeting.



Council Member Benson:  “One of my complaints has been that we come in here and I see stuff all piled up on this thing because it’s turned in after the agendas have been done.  So, how about this Council start complying with the rules of when we’re supposed to put stuff on the agenda so that I don’t have to come in here and sit and try and read to understand something when there (inaudible)?  So I am just asking that we all start abiding by the rules which is Tuesday.”

  
b.
Animal Fair; Council Member Scruggs 




Council Member Scruggs reported that on Saturday, April 26, the City is planning a Rabies Clinic from 9am-1pm.  He also intends to ask representatives from DHEC and DNR to come and provide some education on animal control, “things to do, things not to do, etc.”  He also reported that the City is close to hiring an Animal Control Officer, possibly starting next month.  Council Member Goodwin asked that pet registration be available during the clinic.  Mayor Beckmann reported this is already part of the program.  

c.
Resolution No. R03-08 – A resolution by the Folly Beach City Council authorizing administration to hire a Deputy Fire Chief and to amend the mid-year budget to reflect the expenditure. 



Council Member Beck made a motion to approve and Council Member Goodwin seconded the motion.



Council Member Stormer made a motion to postpone voting on this Resolution until the June 24, 2008 City Council meeting.  Council Member Benson seconded the motion.  A vote was taken as follows:



Ayes:
Goodwin, Scruggs, Stormer, Benson, Ellis



Nays: 
Beck, Beckmann



The vote on Resolution No. 03-08 will be postponed until the June 24, 2008 meeting.
(
d.
Resolution No. R04-08 - A resolution by the Folly Beach City Council authorizing  the expenditure of $500 for 62 smoke detectors which are to be given to Folly Beach senior citizens.  
(
e.
Resolution No. R05-08 - A resolution by the Folly Beach City Council approving the survey of East Arctic, West Arctic and beginning at the 1400 block of East Ashley in an amount not to exceed $30,000 which has been added to the FY07-08 mid-year budget.  

(
f.
Resolution No. R06-08 - A resolution by the Folly Beach City Council authorizing the donation of a wrecked 1999 Crown Vic to Trident Technical College,  Auto Mechanics Department.  


g.
Resolution No. R07-08 - A resolution by the Folly Beach City Council giving the Folly Beach Parks and Recreation Board spending authority on any funds which are collected as donations for parks and recreational purposes for the remainder of FY07-08 and FY08-09. 



Council Member Stormer made a motion to approve and Council Member Beck seconded the motion.  Council Member Scruggs indicated that he was unclear as to what authority the Parks & Recreation Board would be given as far as spending collected funds.  Administrator Rooks said, “They wanted to be able, if they are going to go out and collect, which they are planning to do, and they are working now to do that, to collect donations for various things to do with Parks & Rec, they would also like to be able to recommend what that money is to be spent for or to have a say in what it’s to be spent for.”



Council Member Scruggs felt that definition differed from the “spending authority” stipulated in the resolution.  Administrator Rooks asked Chris Wilkerson of the Parks & Recreation Board to approach Council to clarify.  Ms. Wilkerson reiterated what Administrator Rooks said and indicated the Parks & Recreation Board would like to have a say in the spending of the money they raise.



A lengthy discussion ensued about the process the Parks & Recreation Board would have to go through in order to spend the money they raise.  Council Member Stormer said, “The concern that I have is that it wasn’t stipulated in the resolution that funding would go to the City and be governed by City policies and procedures.”  Council Member Goodwin stated that in the past the Parks & Recreation Board has designated its donations for specific projects.  He also said the resolution was not clear as it was written.  Council Member Scruggs said, “I’m fine with it [the resolution] the way it is as long as it’s recorded in the minutes for tonight that as long as you guys understand what the intent is, I’m fine.”  After further clarification that the Parks & Recreation Board would have to go through the same spending channels that all City Boards have to go through, a vote was taken with all in favor.



Resolution No. 07-08 passed with all in favor.
(
h.
Resolution No. R08-08 - A resolution by the Folly Beach City Council granting the sum of $1500 to the James Island Youth Soccer, the sum of $700. to the James Island Elementary School P.T.A.,  the sum of $500. to the “Folly Volley Ball Event” and the sum of $2500. to the James Island Charter High School Band, based on the Community Promotion Foundations’ recommendation for the distribution of community funds. 

(
i.
Ordinance No. 04-08 - An ordinance amending the Folly Beach Code of Ordinances, Chapter 150, Building Regulations; Section 150.007, fees.  (FIRST READING – Introduced by Mayor Beckmann
(
j.
Ordinance No. 05-08 - An ordinance amending the Folly Beach Code of Ordinances, Chapter 36; Finances, by adding a new § 36.06, Limited Financial Authority. (FIRST READING – Introduced by Council Member Stormer

k.
Ordinance No. 07-08 - An ordinance amending Ordinance No. 18-07, as amended, the first supplement to the FY07-08 Adopted Budget for General Government. . (FIRST READING – Introduced by Mayor Beckmann)


Council Member Stormer made a motion to approve and Council Member Beck seconded the motion.  Council Member Ellis made a motion to remove the money ($12,500) set aside for the Deputy Fire Chief and place it in a reserve account.  Council Member Benson seconded the motion.



A vote was taken as follows:



Ayes:
Scruggs, Stormer, Benson, Ellis, Goodwin



Nays:  Beck, Beckmann



The money designated for the Deputy Fire Chief will be removed and set in a reserve account.


Council Member Ellis went onto explain his research into alternative funding for the traffic study listed in the budget.  He said that the City can apply to Roadwise for money to complete traffic studies.  Council Member Stormer said, “We’re not asking for a traffic study in the typical sense.  We’re asking for a traffic calming study; that is to look at streets and roadways, not in the volumes of traffic they carry and the speed and the count of cars, but rather in a pedestrian safety mode so we can utilize pedestrians, bicycles, skateboards and other things on the roadways more safely.  We have only sidewalks on Center Street essentially.  All the other roadways are multi-use, and because of that, you need to look at them very differently, and when you are mixing different modes of traffic, you want to have the drivers pay close attention, and that is part of traffic calming.”  



Council Member Ellis further clarified that several types of studies available and would like to ask the CTC and Roadwise to conduct the study.  He would like to see Council remove the $50,000 from the budget for the study and request the money from CTC and/or Roadwise.  He also said that should the City not receive this alternative funding, the $50,000 can be put back in the budget.  



Mayor Beckmann indicated that Roadwise recently requested a list of projects that the City would like to see done.  After receiving a list of potential projects from the City of Folly Beach, Roadwise has requested a meeting to discuss which projects will be considered.  Council Member Ellis said that City Council should have a say in what projects should be on the list.  Mayor Beckmann suggested taking the money out of the budget if money is received from CTC or Roadwise.  Council Member Ellis said, “My motion is to amend the $50,000 from the traffic study.”



Administrator Rooks said, “Regardless of what you do, if we have the money this fiscal year, we have to have it in the budget to authorize the spending. Even if some money comes from another source, if we are going to spend it in this fiscal year, it’s got to be in there.  So if we are going to remove, then that means even if the money comes, we are not going to have a chance to put it back in unless you all do it at the next reading.  Is there any way we could possibly find out, maybe leave it in this time and second reading (inaudible) find out if there is a chance to…”  



Council Member Ellis indicated that CTC and Roadwise would not be having their committee meetings by that time.  He also said there would not be time to implement any of the changes suggested by the studies in this fiscal year.  Administrator Rooks asked if the money for the traffic study would come during this fiscal year if it was approved for the City.  Mayor Beckmann said that the money would not be available until July or August.  



Council Member Ellis said he would like the $50,000 for the traffic calming study to be put in the reserve account.  Council Member Benson seconded the motion.  A vote was taken as follows with all in favor.



The $50,000 for the traffic study as indicated in the FY07-08 budget will be removed and placed in a reserve account. 



A vote was taken on Ordinance 07-08 with all in favor.


Ordinance 07-08 passed first reading. 



   13.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Rooks reported that this year the City of Folly Beach has received almost $200,000 in grants, which has gone a long way to get some projects completed in the City.  She also reported that Folly River Park has been one of the biggest supported projects in the City.  Between donations and grants, the Folly River Park has received over $400,000 in the past 4-5 years.  Lastly, Administrator Rooks said that she is serving on the OCRM Shoreline Change Advisory Board and has attended numerous meetings regarding changes to the Beachfront Management Act.  She asked that citizens with suggestions to please call or email her.

   14.    CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS

Council Member Goodwin said that his email has recently had a virus and he has a new email address that he will give to those who call him.  Council Member Scruggs indicated that he had a similar problem and also has a new email address.

Council Member Scruggs said that Civic Club is hosting a debate on the 18th.  There was also discussion about a meeting sponsored by FIVA on February 27th that will include the Neighborhood Associations and City Council.

Council Member Ellis reported on Operation Smoke Alarm.  Council Member Goodwin said that he would install a fire alarm for anyone receiving one from the City.  

Council Member Stormer said, “What happened tonight with a resolution to confirm the filing of real estate exchanges from now 25 years ago is a little discouraging to me, and I am little concerned about it.  It would be my recommendation, and I’ll find some way to verify this, that we task the City Attorney with following up on all filings of deed restrictions and official real estate changes such as subdivisions and right-of-ways, easements.  They have a tendency to get lost as demonstrated tonight.  We really need some program in place to ensure that is done appropriately and timely.”  Council Member Beck indicated that there are independent title searchers who do that type of work.   Mr. Peeples agreed that there is no one currently doing that follow-up.  

Council Member made a motion to move to Executive Session for discussion of contract negotiations and Council Member Goodwin seconded the motion.  A vote was taken with all in favor of moving to Executive Session.

Meeting off record at 8:20pm. 

15. Executive Session


a.
Resolution No.  R02-08 - A resolution by the Folly Beach City Council awarding the bid for the Folly River Park Bulkhead to Atlantic Dock in an amount not to exceed $60,000.



A vote was taken with all in favor of Resolution 02-08.
16.
ADJOURNMENT at 8:42pm.



##################################
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