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      PLANNING COMMISSION

BOARD MEETING

CITY OF FOLLY BEACH

Commission Members

LaJuan Kennedy, Chairman

Carl Hally, Vice Chair

Ron DeWitt

Jim Gresham

Rex Whitcomb

Paul Hume

Kirk Grant

Judy Kluttz

Susan Breslin

REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, January 7, 2008

REGULAR MEETING:    5:30 pm

City Council Chambers, City Hall 

AGENDA

1. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL

Present:  DeWitt, Grant, Hally, Hume, Breslin, Kluttz, Whitcomb, Kennedy
2. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION STATEMENT; CHAIR

3. APPROVAL OF, AND/OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

4. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

Planning Commission members received copies of minutes from the June, November and December 2007 meetings.  Chairman Kennedy asked the members to review these so they can be discussed and voted on at the February meeting.

5. PERSONAL APPEARANCES – None 

      6.
NEW BUSINESS

a.
Subdivision Request for Waterfront Villas


Aaron Pope approached the Commission stating that this is a subdivision request similar to the one brought before the Commission in 2006.  The owners of these units are requesting their parking space be deeded to them.  Due to the moratorium currently in place, should the Commission agree to this request, they can recommend to City Council to grant a variance to the moratorium ordinance allowing for the subdivision of this parking area. 


A lengthy discussion ensued around several options for the request as well as precedents in other subdivisions and potential problems around granting the request.  Mr. Hally made a motion to table the subdivision request until the end of the moratorium, and Ms. Kluttz seconded the motion.  Ms. Kennedy suggested not tabling the request because “then you bring it back identical as it is, and they may not want to do that in 6 months.”  Mr. Hally then withdrew his motion and Ms. Kluttz agreed to withdraw as well.


Mr. Grant made a motion to deny the subdivision request “because of the moratorium without any prejudice.”  Ms. Kluttz seconded the motion.    Mr. DeWitt stated he would like the applicant to come before the Commission and describe what hardship a delay would place upon them.  


A vote was taken with all in favor of denying the request for the subdivision.

b. Suggestions for Zoning Rewrite Information from Chris Lewis

Ms. Kennedy distributed a document from citizen Chris Lewis, who has detailed suggestions surrounding the building process for the Commission to consider.  This document does not require any action at this time.  

Mr. Grant asked Mr. Pope what in this document is already done by the City and Mr. Pope replied by listing several processes currently in place as well as noted several ideas he felt were worth some serious consideration.   Mr. Grant asked that the staff of the building department look through the document and indicate what they felt were appropriate recommendations and what they thought might not be possible.  Mr. Whitcomb asked that the feasibility and estimated costs of the recommendations also be included. 

c. Discussion of Comprehensive Plan Process

Mr. Hally read the State statutes that indicate that a new comprehensive plan does not have to be adopted until February 2010.  Mr. Hally suggested making a working timeline by looking at the end date and planning backwards.   Mr. Whitcomb said he felt that the Commission should start “a plan to plan” and create a timeline that will allow the Commission to complete the Comprehensive Plan without being rushed.

Ms. Kennedy stated that the land use section was the longest section and that the population and economic figures come from COG.  A lengthy discussion ensued about the need for a survey to collect thoughts and opinions from Folly Beach Citizens and the various ways in which such an instrument could be implemented, including an online survey via the City’s website.  

Ms. Kluttz reviewed the division of work on the Comprehensive Plan, discussed at a prior meeting. “Susan had population.  Ron and Carl had economics.  Jim and Rex had natural resources, and Jim is gone.  Judy and LaJuan had cultural resources and community facilities.  Rex and Paul had land use.”

Aaron Pope indicated that 2 more sections are being added to the Comprehensive Plan: Transportation and Barriers to Affordable Housing, and he would bring more information about those to the next meeting.

A discussion ensued about when to involve COG and the costs associated with their services.  The Commission requested that Aaron Pope meet with the representative from COG to determine the scope and costs of their work.   

      8.
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

Mr. Hally asked about the Town Meeting regarding Long Island, and Mr. Pope reported that it had been scheduled for January 7 at 7pm and it has been postponed.  He stated the meeting was to discuss environmental and ecological concerns with regards to Long Island.

Ms. Breslin stated, “I have a comment.  I have happy news for all of you.  The lawsuit has been settled.  I am no longer a plaintiff with that conflict of interest.  Some of the elements of the settlement would be interesting to you.  The City is going to undertake a major traffic study of Folly Road, not just a little one, but a really big comprehensive one.  I believe that includes Center Street.  It is going to do water quality, a long-term water quality study of the effect of development on the rivers and marshes around Folly Road.  And Bowens Island will be rezoned.”

Ms. Kennedy:  To what?

Ms. Kluttz: Back to what it was?

Ms. Breslin:  Back to R-1.

Ms. Kluttz:  Which was our recommendation.

Ms. Breslin:  The other, all the other properties that were part of that (inaudible) or something like that, so they are not affected.  

Ms. Kennedy:  How about the restaurant?

Ms. Breslin: The restaurant is commercial.  (Inaudible) Planning Commission suggested. (Inaudible)

Mr. Pope:  I didn’t read the resolution (inaudible) overall, for the record in case anyone’s listening. Pursue and seek.

Ms. Breslin:  That’s right.  I’m being too absolute in my language.

Mr. Pope:  Some of those things

Ms. Breslin:  With Bowens Island, it said will seek, will request from the owners or will be rezoned.  Something along that line.  There was a little sponginess in the language.

Mr. Whitcomb spoke with concern about protecting the islands between the causeway and the Stono River from development.  He said these islands are of great historical significance.  A lengthy discussion ensued about the ownership of these islands.  Mr. Whitcomb made a motion requesting that the Planning Commission “resolve to request the staff and City Attorney to define exactly what the status of all those areas that are not part of the City of Folly Beach, what their status is.”  Specifically, he referred to “the islands between the Stono River and the Folly River Causeway and that is basically, you have got Cow Island, Toby’s Island, Robin’s Island, another island commonly known as Peas Island, which I don’t know if that is really the name, it has been ever since I’ve known it, and Coal Island is vastly more significant historically in my understanding than what we call Long Island.”  He later asked that Snake Island be included in this search.  Mr. Hally seconded the motion.

A vote was taken with all in favor of the Planning Commission requesting the City Attorney and staff determine the ownership status of the islands between the Stono River and the Folly River Causeway.

9.
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS

10. ADJOURNMENT at 6:58pm.

